
Target Audience:
Physcians, Nurses, Speech Language Pathologists, 
Audiologists and all others who support communication 
disorder treatment.

Conference Fee:
All Healthcare Professionals:  $30.00
Students:  $15.00
Preregistration is required and includes a light breakfast, 
snacks, drinks, and lunch.  CE’s will be o�ered.

How to Register:
Scan the QR code or, go to: 
https://www.eeds.com/live/411207
Deadline to register:  Friday, March 20, 2026

Please note: There will be a $15 administration fee for
registrations cancelled by end of business day on March 13, 2026.  
After that date, no refunds will be issued.

Objectives
• Di�erentiate Childhood Apraxia of Speech from other 

speech sound disorders by identifying core diagnostic 
features and their impact on expressive language 
development.

• Explain the role of self-advocacy in improving academic, 
social, and long-term outcomes for students with hearing 
loss in classroom settings.

• Apply evidence-based AAC strategies to support 
language development in children with CAS across 
therapy, home, and educational settings.

• Understanding of the nature of reading 
disabilities/dyslexia.

• Understand how proper evaluation/diagnosis should 
occur for dyslexia.

• Understand the neurological basis for dyslexia.
• Identify whether heavy, chronic electronic cigarette use in 

youth is associated with changes in extended 
high-frequency hearing sensitivity.

• Assess evidences of possible cochlear synaptopathy and 
altered neural processing at the auditory brainstem and 
thalamocortical levels.

Saturday, March 28, 2026  |  8am-4pm
Scottish Rite Cathedral, 505 Byers Ave, Joplin, MO

2nd Annual RiteCare
Pediatric Speech Conference

8:00-8:30 AM Attendee Registration 
8:30-8:40 AM CE information and Welcome
  Mark Bolinger, KU AHEC
  Chad Wagoner, MD; Mercy-Joplin, MO
8:40 - 9:40AM Apraxia and Communication Devices
  Michelle Dampf, CCC-SLP;
  The Thompson Center for Autism and 
  Neurodevelopment
9:40-10:40AM Auditory Function in Young Electronic 
  Cigarette Users
  Wafaa Kaf, PhD,MBBCh., & M.Sc., (Egypt),   
  Ph.D., CCC-A, Distinguished Fellow-AAA  
  (DFAAA); Missouri State University                                   
  Haley Hawkins, BS; Doctor of Audiology  
  Graduate Student- Missouri State        
  University
10:40-11:00AM Break 
11:00-12:00PM Panel Discussion - Audiology, Deaf 
  Education, Speech Language Pathology
  and Educator                                     
  Jonathan Mikhail, EdD, AuD, MS;
  Area Hearing and Speech Clinic
  Erin Geeding, M.Ed.,Joplin, MO Public 
  Schools
  Megan Ryan, CCC-SLP; Carthage, MO Public 
  School
  Samantha Dewey, Aud.; Area Hearing
  Tyler VanCleave,  MSEd, Joplin, MO 
  Public Schools
12:00-12:30PM LUNCH
12:30-1:30PM Panel Discussion Conclusion and Auditory 
  Simulations
  Jonathan Mikhail, EdD, AuD, MS;
  Area Hearing and Speech Clinic
  Erin Geeding, M.Ed.,Joplin, MO Public 
  Schools
  Megan Ryan, CCC-SLP; Carthage, MO
  Public School
  Samantha Dewey, Aud.; Area Hearing
  Tyler VanCleave,  MSEd, Joplin, MO 
  Public Schools

1:30-2:30PM The Reading Crisis, Dyslexia, and Reading 
  Failure: What Pediatric Professionals Need 
  to Know   
  David Hurford, PhD; Pittsburg State 
  University
2:30-2:45PM  Break 
2:45-3:45PM  Hearing Loss in the Classroom: 
  Empowering Students to  Self-Advocate  
  Samantha Dewey,Aud.; Area Hearing and 
  Speech Clinic
3:45PM  Conclusion/Wrap Up 
  Chad Wagoner, MD; Mercy-Joplin, MO



C LICK HERE to discover more about our dedicated 
e�orts to support children and families a�ected by 

pediatric speech and language disorders!

Continuing Education Credit 
In support of improving patient care, 
this activity has been planned and 
implemented by University of Kansas 
Medical Center and the Scottish Rite, 
Valley of Joplin, MO. The University of 

Kansas Medical Center is jointly accredited by the 
Accreditation Council for Continuing Medical Education 
(ACCME), the Accreditation Council for Pharmacy Education 
(ACPE) and the American Nurses Credentialing Center (ANCC), 
to provide continuing education for the healthcare team.

Physician: AMA PRA Category 1 Credit
The University of Kansas Medical Center designates this live 
activity for a maximum of 6.0 AMA PRA Category 1 Credit™. 
Physicians should claim only the credit commensurate with the 
extent of their participation in the activity.

Nursing: ANCC Contact Hours (APRN/RN)
The University of Kansas Medical Center designates this activity 
for a maximum of 6.0 ANCC contact hours. Nurses should claim 
only the credit commensurate with the extent of their 
participation in the activity.

SPEECH-LANGUAGE PATHOLOGY

To earn continuing education credits for this course, attendees 
must complete a course evaluation within 7 days after the 
course ends. 
    This evaluation will include two to three self-re�ections on 
your learning and how you may apply what you have learned.

Nondiscrimination Statement 
The University of Kansas prohibits discrimination based on 
race, color, ethnicity, religion, sex, national origin, age, ancestry, 
disability, status as a veteran, sexual orientation, marital status, 
parental status, gender identity, gender expression and 
genetic information in the University’s programs and activities. 
The following person has been designated to handle inquiries 
regarding the non-discrimination policies: Director of the 

O�ce of Institutional Opportunity and Access, IOA@ku.edu, 
1246 W. Campus Road, Room 153A, Lawrence, KS, 66045, 
(785)864-6414, 711 TTY.

Program Accessibility
We accommodate persons with disabilities.  Please call KU 
Medical Center AHEC at (620) 235-4040 to discuss your needs.

Planning Committee
Course Director:  Chad Wagoner, MD

Committee members:
Kara Morgan, FNP-C, Megan Ryan, MS, SLP-CCC, Jonathon 
Mikhail, EdD, AuD, MS;  Patrick Stewart,  Mark Bolinger

Questions? Contact the KU Area Health Education Center at 
620-670-5272.
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https://www.valleyofjoplin.com/rite-care

